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In the late nineteenth century, migrants from Jamaica, Colombia, Barbados, and beyond poured into
Caribbean Central America, building railroads, digging canals, selling meals, and farming homesteads. On
the rain-forested shores of Costa Rica, U.S. entrepreneurs and others established vast banana plantations.
Over the next half-century, short-lived export booms drew tens of thousands of migrants to the region. In
Port Limon, birthplace of the United Fruit Company, a single building might house a Russian seamstress, a
Martinican madam, a Cuban doctor, and a Chinese barkeep--together with stevedores, laundresses, and
laborers from across the Caribbean.

Tracing the changing contours of gender, kinship, and community in Costa Rica's plantation region, Lara
Putnam explores new questions about the work of caring for children and men and how it fit into the export
economy, the role of kinship as well as cash in structuring labor, the social networks that shaped migrants'
lives, and the impact of ideas about race and sex on the exercise of power. Based on sources that range from
handwritten autobiographies to judicial transcripts and addressing topics from intimacy between prostitutes
to insults between neighbors, the book illuminates the connections between political economy, popular
culture, and everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Copeland:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Company They Kept: Migrants
and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960 book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Jeffrey Roybal:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Company They
Kept: Migrants and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960 suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Company They Kept:
Migrants and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960is the main one of several books
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Kristy Lange:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Company They Kept: Migrants and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960 provide
you with new experience in reading through a book.

Marvin Boyer:

You can get this The Company They Kept: Migrants and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica,
1870-1960 by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty
if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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