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When Bill Clinton, flanked by Presidents Bush past and present, stood in the rain in Little Rock to open his
presidential library, the moment seemed to transcend the partisan fray. The imposing structure itself was
carefully crafted to play up Clinton's accomplishments and legacy, while downplaying the impeachment
affair that shadowed his second term. That focus on the higher purposes, meanings, and accomplishments of
a particular presidency also deeply reflected the spirit of most other presidential libraries and memorials.

Expanding on this essential theme, Benjamin Hufbauer explores the visual and material cultures of
presidential commemoration memorials and monuments, libraries and archives and the problematic ways in
which presidents themselves have largely taken over their own commemoration. Describing how presidential
commemoration has evolved over the past century, Hufbauer reviews the making and meaning of the
Lincoln Memorial, the development of Franklin Roosevelt's archives into the first federal presidential library
and museum, and the imperial implications of LBJ's truly monumental library in Austin. He contrasts the
recent $20 million reinvention of the Truman Library, designed to boldly tackle controversial issues related
to racism, McCarthyism, and nuclear anxiety, with the Nixon Library's and Reagan Library's efforts to
minimize fallout from the Watergate and Iran-Contra scandals. He also provides the first detailed study of
the meaning and influence of the Smithsonian's popular First Ladies exhibit.

Hufbauer sees these various commemorative sites as playing a key role in the construction of our collective
political and cultural self-images and as another sign of our preoccupation with celebrity culture. Ultimately,
he contends, these presidential temples reflect not only our civil religion but also the extraordinary expansion
of executive authority and presidential self-commemoration since FDR.

While presidential libraries and memorials have also become media-driven attractions that often contribute
significantly to the economies of their home cities, Hufbauer shows that their primary function remains the
transformation of presidential history into presidential myth for the general public.
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From reader reviews:

Willie McCorkle:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Presidential Temples: How Memorials and
Libraries Shape Public Memory ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Presidential Temples: How
Memorials and Libraries Shape Public Memory is not only giving you much more new information but also
to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship together with the book Presidential Temples: How Memorials and Libraries Shape Public
Memory. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Crystal Thomas:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
several ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Presidential Temples: How Memorials and Libraries Shape Public Memory, you could tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Ernestine Biggs:

The book untitled Presidential Temples: How Memorials and Libraries Shape Public Memory contain a lot
of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
examine.

Margaret Watt:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Presidential Temples: How Memorials and Libraries Shape Public Memory. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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