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From Reconstruction through the Progressive Era, African American and white women were encouraged to
view motherhood as a national racial imperative. Tracing the diverse strategies by which women writers and
activists responded to this imperative, "Mothering the Race" examines fictional portrayals of motherhood as
they reflect and contribute to broader public debates about race, reproduction, and female agency. Allison
Berg argues that the most extended and explicit depictions of motherhood in the early twentieth century seek
to present mothers as active agents rather than passive instruments of reproduction. This agency comes at a
price, however, and is continually constrained by fixed gender roles and social expectations. Pauline Hopkins
reclaims the joys of black motherhood from the brutalizing effects of slavery, while Edith Summers Kelley
explores the tensions between artistry and maternity for a Kentucky tenant farmer.Novels of sexual
awakening by Kate Chopin and Edith Wharton depict motherhood as personally limiting but racially
necessary, while Nella Larsen's bleak picture of maternity reflects the frustrated desires of a biracial New
Woman. Berg places these and other fictional representations of maternity in the context of debates over
birth control, feminism, and eugenics, revealing motherhood and race as key tropes for discussions of social
progress and decline. Beginning with speeches delivered at the 1893 World's Congress of Representative
Women, and continuing with close readings of literary and nonliterary texts, Berg shows how the notion of
'universal' motherhood fostered cross-racial conversations even as it reinforced racial hierarchy. In an
epilogue that brings us to the present moment, Berg demonstrates how two recent films, "Beloved and One
True Thing", reveal the persistence of racially specific notions of motherhood and the social order they
support.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Hamby:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Mothering the Race: Women's
Narratives of Reproduction, 1890-1930 that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Mothering the Race: Women's Narratives of Reproduction,
1890-1930 become your current starter.

Kelly Cruz:

Beside this particular Mothering the Race: Women's Narratives of Reproduction, 1890-1930 in your phone,
it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Mothering the Race: Women's Narratives of Reproduction, 1890-1930 because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this
book as well as read it from at this point!

Alejandro Wisdom:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This publication Mothering the Race: Women's Narratives of Reproduction, 1890-1930 was
filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.

Irene Navarro:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book Mothering the Race: Women's Narratives of Reproduction, 1890-1930 we can get more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book
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