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Why has the United States assumed so extensive and costly a role in world affairs over the last hundred
years? The two most common answers to this question are "because it could" and "because it had to."
Neither answer will do, according to this challenging re-assessment of the way that America came to assume
its global role. The country's vast economic resources gave it the capacity to exercise great influence abroad,
but Americans were long reluctant to meet the costs of wielding that power. Neither the country's safety from
foreign attack nor its economic well-being required the achievement of ambitious foreign policy objectives.

In A Sense of Power, John A. Thompson takes a long view of America's dramatic rise as a world power,
from the late nineteenth century into the post–World War II era. How, and more importantly why, has
America come to play such a dominant role in world affairs? There is, he argues, no simple answer.
Thompson challenges conventional explanations of America's involvement in World War I and World War
II, seeing neither the requirements of national security nor economic interests as determining. He shows how
American leaders from Wilson to Truman developed an ever more capacious understanding of the national
interest, and why by the 1940s most Americans came to support the price tag, in blood and treasure, attached
to strenuous efforts to shape the world. The beliefs and emotions that led them to do so reflected distinctive
aspects of U.S. culture, not least the strength of ties to Europe. Consciousness of the nation’s unique power
fostered feelings of responsibility, entitlement, and aspiration among the people and leaders of the United
States.

This original analysis challenges some widely held beliefs about the determinants of United States foreign
policy and will bring new insight to contemporary debates about whether the nation should?or must?play so
active a part in world politics.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Ouellette:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's Global Role, you can tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Lisa Potter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's
Global Role reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation A Sense of Power: The Roots of
America's Global Role as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Gary Forsyth:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Sense of Power: The
Roots of America's Global Role which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

David McClure:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's Global
Role or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's Global Role to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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