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In this fresh evaluation of Western ethics, noted philosopher Richard Taylor argues that philosophy must
return to the classical notion of virtue as the basis of ethics. To ancient Greek and Roman philosophers,
ethics was chiefly the study of how individuals attain personal excellence, or "virtue," defined as intellectual
sophistication, wisdom, strength of character, and creativity. With the ascendancy of the Judeo-Christian
ethic, says Taylor, this emphasis on pride of personal worth was lost. Instead, philosophy became
preoccupied with defining right and wrong in terms of a divine lawgiver, and the concept of virtue was
debased to mean mere obedience to divine law. Even today, in the absence of religious belief, modern
thinkers unwittingly continue this legacy by creating hairsplitting definitions of good and evil.

Taylor points out that the ancients rightly understood the ultimate concern of ethics to be the search for
happiness, a concept that seems to have eluded contemporary society despite unprecedented prosperity and
convenience. Extolling Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics, Taylor urges us to reread this brilliant and still
relevant treatise, especially its emphasis on an ethic of aspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

The book Virtue Ethics (Prometheus Lecture Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Virtue Ethics
(Prometheus Lecture Series)? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Virtue Ethics (Prometheus Lecture Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Kimberly Pratt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Virtue Ethics (Prometheus Lecture
Series) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Virtue Ethics (Prometheus Lecture
Series) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't
evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jordan Miller:

This Virtue Ethics (Prometheus Lecture Series) is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Virtue Ethics (Prometheus Lecture
Series) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get
through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer.
So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Keith Kemp:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Virtue Ethics (Prometheus Lecture Series) can make you experience more interested to



read.
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