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In the early twentieth century, the life philosophy of Henri Bergson summoned the élan vital, or vital force,
as the source of creative evolution. Bergson also appealed to intuition, which focused on experience rather
than discursive thought and scientific cognition. Particularly influential for the literary and political
Négritude movement of the 1930s, which opposed French colonialism, Bergson's life philosophy formed an
appealing alternative to Western modernity, decried as "mechanical," and set the stage for later developments
in postcolonial theory and vitalist discourse.

Revisiting narratives on life that were produced in this age of machinery and war, Donna V. Jones shows
how Bergson, Nietzsche, and the poets Leopold Senghor and Aimé Césaire fashioned the concept of life into
a central aesthetic and metaphysical category while also implicating it in discourses on race and nation. Jones
argues that twentieth-century vitalism cannot be understood separately from these racial and anti-Semitic
discussions. She also shows that some dominant models of emancipation within black thought become
intelligible only when in dialogue with the vitalist tradition. Jones's study strikes at the core of contemporary
critical theory, which integrates these older discourses into larger critical frameworks, and she traces the
ways in which vitalism continues to draw from and contribute to its making.
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From reader reviews:

Elida Allman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Racial Discourses of Life Philosophy: Négritude, Vitalism, and
Modernity (New Directions in Critical Theory). Try to stumble through book The Racial Discourses of Life
Philosophy: Négritude, Vitalism, and Modernity (New Directions in Critical Theory) as your good friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Mildred Yen:

Here thing why this The Racial Discourses of Life Philosophy: Négritude, Vitalism, and Modernity (New
Directions in Critical Theory) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but
it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Racial
Discourses of Life Philosophy: Négritude, Vitalism, and Modernity (New Directions in Critical Theory)
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book
that similar with The Racial Discourses of Life Philosophy: Négritude, Vitalism, and Modernity (New
Directions in Critical Theory). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Racial Discourses of Life Philosophy:
Négritude, Vitalism, and Modernity (New Directions in Critical Theory) in e-book can be your alternative.

Robert McKay:

The experience that you get from The Racial Discourses of Life Philosophy: Négritude, Vitalism, and
Modernity (New Directions in Critical Theory) may be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but The Racial Discourses of Life Philosophy: Négritude, Vitalism, and Modernity (New
Directions in Critical Theory) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this specific The Racial Discourses of Life Philosophy: Négritude, Vitalism, and Modernity (New
Directions in Critical Theory) instantly.



Betty Dunham:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Racial Discourses of Life
Philosophy: Négritude, Vitalism, and Modernity (New Directions in Critical Theory) is simple to bring you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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