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In the last three decades ordinary Americans launched numerous grassroots commemorations and official
historical institutions became more open to popular participation. In this first book-length study of
participatory memory practices, Ekaterina V. Haskins critically examines this trend by asking how and with
what consequences participatory forms of commemoration have reshaped the rhetoric of democratic
citizenship.
Approaching commemorations as both representations of civic identity and politically consequential sites of
stranger interaction, Popular Memories investigates four distinct examples of participatory commemoration:
the United States Postal Service's "Celebrate the Century" stamp and education program, the September 11
Digital Archive, the first post-Katrina Carnival in New Orleans, and a traveling memorial to the human cost
of the Iraq War.
Despite differences in sponsorship, genre, historical scope, and political purpose, all of these
commemorations relied on voluntary participation of ordinary citizens in selecting, producing, or performing
interpretations of distant or recent historical events. These collectively produced interpretations--or popular
memories--in turn prompted interactions between people, inviting them to celebrate, to mourn, or to bear
witness. The book's comparison of the four case studies suggests that popular memories make for stronger or
weaker sites of civic engagement depending on whether or not they allow for public affirmation of the
individual citizen's contribution and for experiencing alternative identities and perspectives. By
systematically accounting for grassroots memory practices, consumerism, tourism, and rituals of popular
identity, Haskins's study enriches our understanding of contemporary memory culture and citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

This Popular Memories: Commemoration, Participatory Culture, and Democratic Citizenship (Studies in
Rhetoric and Communication) are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The reason of this Popular Memories: Commemoration, Participatory Culture, and Democratic Citizenship
(Studies in Rhetoric and Communication) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Popular Memories: Commemoration, Participatory Culture, and
Democratic Citizenship (Studies in Rhetoric and Communication) giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Juan Elam:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its
include may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Popular Memories: Commemoration, Participatory
Culture, and Democratic Citizenship (Studies in Rhetoric and Communication) why because the great cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Patricia Skinner:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Popular Memories: Commemoration, Participatory Culture, and Democratic Citizenship (Studies in
Rhetoric and Communication) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time
problems.

Rita Furguson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics,



in addition to soon. The Popular Memories: Commemoration, Participatory Culture, and Democratic
Citizenship (Studies in Rhetoric and Communication) provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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