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The first of a multi-volume history of Lincoln as a political genius—from his obscure beginnings to his
presidency, assassination, and the overthrow of his post-Civil War dreams of Reconstruction. This first
volume traces Lincoln from his painful youth, describing himself as “a slave,” to his emergence as the man
we recognize as Abraham Lincoln.

From his youth as a “newsboy,” a voracious newspaper reader, Lincoln became a free thinker, reading Tom
Paine, as well as Shakespeare and the Bible, and studying Euclid to sharpen his arguments as a lawyer.

Lincoln’s anti-slavery thinking began in his childhood amidst the Primitive Baptist antislavery dissidents in
backwoods Kentucky and Indiana, the roots of his repudiation of Southern Christian pro-slavery theology.
Intensely ambitious, he held political aspirations from his earliest years. Obsessed with Stephen Douglas, his
political rival, he battled him for decades. Successful as a circuit lawyer, Lincoln built his team of loyalists.
Blumenthal reveals how Douglas and Jefferson Davis acting together made possible Lincoln’s rise.

Blumenthal describes a socially awkward suitor who had a nervous breakdown over his inability to deal with
the opposite sex. His marriage to the upper class Mary Todd was crucial to his social aspirations and his
political career. Blumenthal portrays Mary as an asset to her husband, a rare woman of her day with strong
political opinions.

Blumenthal’s robust portrayal is based on prodigious research of Lincoln’s record and of the period and its
main players. It reflects both Lincoln’s time and the struggle that consumes our own political debate.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

Here thing why this A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln,
1809 - 1849 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no guide that similar with A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 in e-book can be your
alternate.

Esther Ponce:

A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 but doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Frankie Evans:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.

Doris Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this A Self-Made Man:
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