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This superb introduction to phonetics, with its accompanying CD, is perfect for anyone who wants to learn
about the sounds of languages. Peter Ladefoged, one of the world's leading phoneticians, describes how
languages use a variety of different sounds, many of them quite unlike any that occur in well-known
languages. People trill their lips and click their tongues when talking in ways that are amazing to English
speakers. Several of these unusual sounds are reproduced on the CD.The book opens with a brief
introduction to the main forces working on the sounds of languages. Using basic terms, Ladefoged outlines
the acoustic components of speech and demonstrates speech synthesis. Subsequent chapters on computers
and speech describe text-to-speech systems, and show how speech recognition systems work. The last part of
the book describes the sounds of a wide variety of languages, introducing them to readers largely by means
of the CD that accompanies the book, and by reference to the symbols of the International Phonetic
Alphabet. The contents of the CD are available on Peter Ladefoged's phonetics site, which includes an online
version of the CD as well as other useful phonetics links. This is an introductory book on phonetics that will
enable readers to go on to read The Sounds of the World's Languages (Blackwell 1996) by Peter Ladefoged
and Ian Maddieson, and other more advanced books on phonetics and phonology. With its lucid prose and
accompanying CD, it is also a book to be enjoyed in its own right.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Fragoso:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Vowels and Consonants: An
Introduction to the Sounds of Languages to read.

Clement Williams:

The event that you get from Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of Languages could be
the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to
the Sounds of Languages giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of Languages instantly.

Rodolfo Buker:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Vowels
and Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of Languages, it is possible to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Cheryl Lopez:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of Languages.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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