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An exploration of the historical origins of the “witches’ ointment” and medieval hallucinogenic drug
practices based on the earliest sources

• Details how early modern theologians demonized psychedelic folk magic into “witches’ ointments”

• Shares dozens of psychoactive formulas and recipes gleaned from rare manuscripts from university
collections all over the world as well as the practices and magical incantations necessary for their preparation

• Examines the practices of medieval witches like Matteuccia di Francisco, who used hallucinogenic drugs in
her love potions and herbal preparations

In the medieval period preparations with hallucinogenic herbs were part of the practice of veneficium, or
poison magic. This collection of magical arts used poisons, herbs, and rituals to bewitch, heal, prophesy,
infect, and murder. In the form of psyche-magical ointments, poison magic could trigger powerful
hallucinations and surrealistic dreams that enabled direct experience of the Divine. Smeared on the skin,
these entheogenic ointments were said to enable witches to commune with various local goddesses,
bastardized by the Church as trips to the Sabbat--clandestine meetings with Satan to learn magic and
participate in demonic orgies.

Examining trial records and the pharmacopoeia of witches, alchemists, folk healers, and heretics of the 15th
century, Thomas Hatsis details how a range of ideas from folk drugs to ecclesiastical fears over medicine
women merged to form the classical “witch” stereotype and what history has called the “witches’ ointment.”
He shares dozens of psychoactive formulas and recipes gleaned from rare manuscripts from university
collections from all over the world as well as the practices and magical incantations necessary for their
preparation. He explores the connections between witches’ ointments and spells for shape shifting, spirit
travel, and bewitching magic. He examines the practices of some Renaissance magicians, who inhaled
powerful drugs to communicate with spirits, and of Italian folk-witches, such as Matteuccia di Francisco,
who used hallucinogenic drugs in her love potions and herbal preparations, and Finicella, who used drug
ointments to imagine herself transformed into a cat.

Exploring the untold history of the witches’ ointment and medieval hallucinogen use, Hatsis reveals how the
Church transformed folk drug practices, specifically entheogenic ones, into satanic experiences.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Elam:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Witches' Ointment: The Secret History of
Psychedelic Magic.

Roberto Senn:

The particular book The Witches' Ointment: The Secret History of Psychedelic Magic will bring you to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Witches' Ointment: The Secret History of
Psychedelic Magic is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Ruth Barr:

Typically the book The Witches' Ointment: The Secret History of Psychedelic Magic has a lot details on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Brian Wallace:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book The Witches' Ointment: The Secret History of Psychedelic Magic. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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