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In Rio de Janeiro’s favelas, traffickers assert power through conspicuous displays of wealth and force,
brandishing high-powered guns, gold jewelry, and piles of cash and narcotics. Police, for their part, conduct
raids reminiscent of action films or video games, wearing masks and riding in enormous armored cars called
“big skulls.” Images of these spectacles circulate constantly in local, national, and global media, masking
everyday forms of violence, prejudice, and inequality. The Spectacular Favela offers a rich ethnographic
examination of the political economy of spectacular violence in Rocinha, Rio’s largest favela. Based on more
than two years of residence in the community, the book explores how entangled forms of violence shape
everyday life and how that violence is, in turn, connected to the market economy.

Erika Robb Larkins shows how favela violence is produced as a marketable global brand. While this
violence is projected in disembodied form through media, the favela is also sold as an embodied experience
through the popular practice of favela tourism. The commodification of the favela becomes a form of
violence itself; favela violence is transformed into a commercially viable byproduct of a profit-driven war on
drugs, which serves to keep the poor marginalized. This book tells the story of how traffickers, police,
cameras, tourists, and even anthropologists come together to create what the author calls the “spectacular
favela.”
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Spectacular Favela: Violence in
Modern Brazil (California Series in Public Anthropology) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mark Sawyers:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil
(California Series in Public Anthropology) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Roger Cowen:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This book The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil (California Series in Public
Anthropology) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Patty Scheuerman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil
(California Series in Public Anthropology) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil (California Series in Public Anthropology) has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that will.
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