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Despite its status as one of the oldest and most enduringly popular sportsin history, wrestling has been
pushed to the background of the current American sports scene. Most people today would have a hard time
even considering wrestling (with some of its modern theatrics) in the same terms as track and field or boxing.
But until the 1920s, wrestling stood as a legitimate professional sport in this country, and awidely practiced
amateur one as well. Its past respectability may not have endured, but the advent of cabletelevision in the
1980s offered the sport a renewed opportunity to play a determining role in American popular culture. This
opportunity was not wasted, and wrestlers now assume placesin politics and film at the highest levels.
Ringside, the first work to fully examine the history of professional wrestling in this country, provides an
illuminating and colorful account of all of the various athletes, entertainers, businessmen, and national
outlooks that have determined wrestling's erratic route through American history.

This chronological work begins with a brief account of wrestling's global history, and then proceedsto
investigate the sport's growth as a specifically American institution. Wrestling has continued to survive in the
face of technological developments, scandals, public ridicule, and alack of centralized control, and today
this supremely adaptable entertainment form represents, in sum, an international industry capable of
attracting enormous television and pay-per-view audiences, along with massive amounts of advertising and
merchandizing revenue. Ringside focuses on the business of wrestling as well as on the performers and their
in-ring antics, and offers readers a fully nuanced examination of the development of professiona wrestling in
America.
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From reader reviews:
Alan Williams:

Thisbook untitled Ringside: A History of Professional Wrestling in Americato be one of several books that
will best seller in thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit
onit. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So thereis no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

William Coker:

The book Ringside: A History of Professional Wrestling in America has alot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Meagan Shaffer:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Ringside: A History of
Professional Wrestling in Americathat give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person
but for al of you who wants to end up being success person. So, for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Ringside: A History of Professional Wrestling in America become
your own starter.

David Conte:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Ringside: A History of Professional Wrestling
in America publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Ringside: A History of
Professional Wrestling in America as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. Thisis
one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense aready told you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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