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"Black is Beautiful!" The words were the exuberant rallying cry of a generation of black women who threw
away their straightening combs and adopted a proud new style they called the Afro. The Afro, as worn most
famously by Angela Davis, became a veritable icon of the Sixties.

Although the new beauty standards seemed to arise overnight, they actually had deep roots within black
communities. Tracing her story to 1891, when a black newspaper launched a contest to find the most
beautiful woman of the race, Maxine Leeds Craig documents how black women have negotiated the
intersection of race, class, politics, and personal appearance in their lives. Craig takes the reader from beauty
parlors in the 1940s to late night political meetings in the 1960s to demonstrate the powerful influence of
social movements on the experience of daily life. With sources ranging from oral histories of Civil Rights
and Black Power Movement activists and men and women who stood on the sidelines to black popular
magazines and the black movement press, Ain't I a Beauty Queen? will fascinate those interested in beauty
culture, gender, class, and the dynamics of race and social movements.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Marsh:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Ain't I a
Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joshua Johnson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and
the Politics of Race can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Philip Newman:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
book you have read is definitely Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race.

Kisha Hutton:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time
to be read. Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race can be your answer
since it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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