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This is the story of a Chinese doctor, his book, and the creatures that danced within its pages. The Monkey
and the Inkpot introduces natural history in sixteenth-century China through the iconic Bencao gangmu
(Systematic materia medica) of Li Shizhen (1518–1593).

The encyclopedic Bencao gangmu is widely lauded as a classic embodiment of pre-modern Chinese medical
thought. In the first book-length study in English of Li’s text, Carla Nappi reveals a “cabinet of curiosities”
of gems, beasts, and oddities whose author was devoted to using natural history to guide the application of
natural and artificial objects as medical drugs. Nappi examines the making of facts and weighing of evidence
in a massive collection where tales of wildmen and dragons were recorded alongside recipes for ginseng and
peonies.

Nappi challenges the idea of a monolithic tradition of Chinese herbal medicine by showing the importance of
debate and disagreement in early modern scholarly and medical culture. The Monkey and the Inkpot also
illuminates the modern fate of a book that continues to shape alternative healing practices, global
pharmaceutical markets, and Chinese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Lentz:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History and Its
Transformations in Early Modern China. Try to make the book The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History
and Its Transformations in Early Modern China as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Patricia Bush:

This The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History and Its Transformations in Early Modern China usually
are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Monkey and the
Inkpot: Natural History and Its Transformations in Early Modern China can be one of several great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The
Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History and Its Transformations in Early Modern China forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Sidney Robertson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Monkey and the
Inkpot: Natural History and Its Transformations in Early Modern China suitable to you? The book was
written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History
and Its Transformations in Early Modern Chinais the one of several books which everyone read now. That
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that
you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Patrice Lach:

Beside this particular The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History and Its Transformations in Early Modern
China in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural



History and Its Transformations in Early Modern China because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from
currently!
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