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When first published in 1987, this seminal work was widely hailed for its honest examination of how
teachers teach, how students learn, and the gap that lies in between. In depicting her own classroom
struggles, Nancie Atwell shook our orthodox assumptions about skill-and-drill-based curriculums and
became a pioneer of responsive teaching. Now, in the long awaited second edition, Atwell reflects on the
next ten years of her experience, rethinks and clarifies old methods, and demonstrates new, more effective
approaches.
The second edition still urges educators to "come out from behind their own big desks" to turn classrooms
into workshops where students and teachers create curriculums together. But it also advocates a more activist
role for teachers. Atwell writes, "I'm no longer willing to withhold suggestions and directions from my kids
when I can help them solve a problem, do something they've never done before, produce stunning writing,
and ultimately become more independent of me."
More than 70 percent of the material is new, with six brand-new chapters on genres, evaluation, and the
teacher as writer. There are also lists of several hundred minilessons, and scripts and examples for teaching
them; new expectations and rules for writing and reading workshops; ideas for teaching conventions; new
systems for record keeping; lists of essential books for students and teachers; and forms for keeping track of
individual spelling, skills, proofreading, homework, writing, and reading.
The second edition of In the Middle is written in the same engaging style as its predecessor. It reads like a
story—one that readers will be pleased to learn has no end. As Atwell muses, "I know my students and I will
continue to learn and be changed. I am resigned—happily—to be always beginning for the rest of my life as
a teacher."
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From reader reviews:

Carol Johnson:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing,
Reading, and Learning. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a new book In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Willa Killeen:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on guardería until university need that In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing,
Reading, and Learning to read.

Mandy Jackson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning we can
take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to
read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with
that book In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning. You can more inviting
than now.

Mamie Donnelly:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning when you
needed it?
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