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The Broken Branch offers both a brilliant diagnosis of the cause of Congressional decline and a much-
needed blueprint for change, from two experts who understand politics and revere our institutions, but
believe that Congress has become deeply dysfunctional. Mann and Ornstein, two of the nation's most
renowned and judicious scholars of government and politics, bring to light the historical roots of Congress's
current maladies, examining 40 years of uninterrupted Democratic control of the House and the stunning
midterm election victory of 1994 that propelled Republicans into the majority in both House and Senate. The
byproduct of that long and grueling but ultimately successful Republican campaign, the authors reveal, was a
weakened institution bitterly divided between the parties. They highlight the dramatic shift in Congress from
a highly decentralized, committee-based institution into a much more regimented one in which party
increasingly trumps committee. The resultant changes in the policy process--the demise of regular order, the
decline of deliberation, and the weakening of our system of checks and balances--have all compromised the
role of Congress in the American Constitutional system. From tax cuts to the war against Saddam Hussein to
a Medicare prescription drug benefit, the Legislative process has been bent to serve immediate presidential
interests and have often resulted in poorly crafted and stealthily passed laws. Strong majority leadership in
Congress, the authors conclude, led not to a vigorous exertion of congressional authority but to a general
passivity in the face of executive power.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Broken Branch:
How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of American Democracy) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Ilene Venne:

The e-book with title The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on
Track (Institutions of American Democracy) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get
a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Raymond Langford:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Broken
Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of American
Democracy) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Marie Miles:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Broken Branch: How Congress Is
Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of American Democracy) or maybe others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Broken
Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of American
Democracy) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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