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In the post-Cold War era, why has democratization been slow to arrive in the Arab world? This book argues
that to understand support for the authoritarian status quo in parts of this region--and the willingness of its
citizens to compromise on core democratic principles--one must factor in how a strong U.S. presence and
popular anti-Americanism weakens democratic voices. Examining such countries as Jordan, Kuwait,
Morocco, Palestine, and Saudi Arabia, Amaney Jamal explores how Arab citizens decide whether to back
existing regimes, regime transitions, and democratization projects, and how the global position of Arab states
shapes people's attitudes toward their governments.

While the Cold War's end reduced superpower hegemony in much of the developing world, the Arab region
witnessed an increased security and economic dependence on the United States. As a result, the preferences
of the United States matter greatly to middle-class Arab citizens, not just the elite, and citizens will restrain
their pursuit of democratization, rationalizing their backing for the status quo because of U.S. geostrategic
priorities. Demonstrating how the preferences of an international patron serve as a constraint or an
opportunity to push for democracy, Jamal questions bottom-up approaches to democratization, which assume
that states are autonomous units in the world order. Jamal contends that even now, with the overthrow of
some autocratic Arab regimes, the future course of Arab democratization will be influenced by the
perception of American reactions. Concurrently, the United States must address the troubling sources of the
region's rising anti-Americanism.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-
American Democracy or No Democracy at All? is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

James Baron:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All?.

Joe Lowe:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or
No Democracy at All? was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Of Empires
and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Jeff Cunningham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Of Empires
and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All?.
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