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Winner of the coveted China Times Novel Prize, this postmodern, first-person tale of a contemporary
Taiwanese gay man reflecting on his life, loves, and intellectual influences is among the most important
recent novels in Taiwan.

The narrator, Xiao Shao, recollects a series of friends and lovers, as he watches his childhood friend, Ah
Yao, succumb to complications from AIDS. The brute fact of Ah Yao's death focuses Shao's simultaneously
erudite and erotic reflections magnetically on the core theme of mortality. By turns humorous and
despondent, the narrator struggles to come to terms with Ah Yao's risky lifestyle, radical political activism,
and eventual death; the fragility of romantic love; the awesome power of eros; the solace of writing; the cold
ennui of a younger generation enthralled only by video games; and life on the edge of mainstream Taiwanese
society. His feverish journey through forests of metaphor and allusion?from Fellini and Lévi-Strauss to
classical Chinese poetry?serves as a litany protecting him from the ravages of time and finitude.

Impressive in scope and detail, Notes of a Desolate Man employs the motif of its characters' marginalized
sexuality to highlight Taiwan's vivid and fragile existence on the periphery of mainland China. Howard
Goldblatt and Sylvia Li-chun Lin's masterful translation brings Chu T'ien-wen's lyrical and inventive
pastiche of political, poetic, and sexual desire to the English-speaking world.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Notes of
a Desolate Man. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Jeanne Crank:

Typically the book Notes of a Desolate Man will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very suitable to you. The book Notes of a Desolate Man is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Maria Holder:

This Notes of a Desolate Man is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Notes of a Desolate Man in
your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide
that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Homer Holmes:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Notes of a Desolate Man can give you a lot of
close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Notes of a Desolate Man.
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