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The ancient world served as an unconventional source of inspiration for a generation of modernists. Drawing
on examples from literature, dance, photography, and film, Modernism's Mythic Pose argues that a strain of
antimodern-classicism permeates modernist celebrations of novelty, shock, and technology.

The touchstone of Preston's study is Delsartism--the popular transnational movement which promoted
mythic statue--posing, poetic recitation, and other hybrid solo performances for health and spiritual
development. Derived from nineteenth-century acting theorist François Delsarte and largely organized by
women, Delsartism shaped modernist performances, genres, and ideas of gender. Even Ezra Pound, a famous
promoter of the "new," made ancient figures speak in the "old" genre of the dramatic monologue and
performed public recitations. Recovering precedents in nineteenth-century popular entertainments and
Delsartism's hybrid performances, this book considers the canonical modernists Pound and T. S. Eliot,
lesser-known poets like Charlotte Mew, the Russian filmmaker Lev Kuleshov, Isadora Duncan the
international dance star, and H.D. as poet and film actor.

Preston's interdisciplinary engagement with performance, poetics, modern dance, and silent film
demonstrates that studies of modernism often overemphasize breaks with the past. Modernism also posed
myth in an ambivalent relationship to modernity, a halt in the march of progress that could function as
escapism, skeptical critique, or a figure for the death of gods and civilizations.
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From reader reviews:

Gladys James:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo
Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to
you.

Clement Williams:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that. Just
one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition associated with. Even you love Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo
Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture), you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

David Fulton:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature
and Culture) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
suited all of you.

Shelly Sampson:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your



needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance
(Modernist Literature and Culture) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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