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Despite the participation of African American women in all aspects of home-front activity during World War
I1, advertisements, recruitment posters, and newsreels portrayed largely white women as army nurses,
defense plant workers, concerned mothers, and steadfast wives. This sea of white faces | eft for posterity
images such as Rosie the Riveter, obscuring the contributions that African American women made to the war
effort. In Bitter Fruit, Maureen Honey corrects this distorted picture of women's rolesin World War Il by
collecting photos, essays, fiction, and poetry by and about black women from the four leading African
American periodicals of the war period: Negro Digest, The Crisis, Opportunity, and Negro Sory.

Mostly appearing for the first time since their origina publication, the materialsin Bitter Fruit feature black
women operating technical machinery, working in army uniforms, entertaining audiences, and pursuing a
college education. The articles prai se the women's accomplishments as pioneers working toward racial
equality; the fiction and poetry depict female charactersin roles other than domestic servants and give voice
to the bitterness arising from discrimination that many women felt. With these various images, Honey
masterfully presents the roots of the postwar civil rights movement and the leading roles black women
playedinit.

Containing works from eighty writers, this anthology includes forty African American women authors, most
of whose work has not been published since the war. Of particular note are poems and short stories
anthologized for the first time, including Ann Petry's first story, Octavia Wynbush's last work of fiction, and
three poems by Harlem Renaissance writer Georgia Douglas Johnson. Uniting these various writers was their
desire to write in the midst of a worldwide military conflict with dramatic potential for ending segregation
and opening doors for women at home.

Traditional anthologies of African American literature jump from the Harlem Renaissance to the 1960s with
little or no reference to the decades between those periods. Bitter Fruit not only illuminates the literature of
these decades but also presents an image of black women as community activists that undercuts gender
stereotypes of the era. As Honey concludes in her introduction, "African American women found an
empowered voice during the war, one that anticipates the fruit of their wartime effort to break silence, to
challenge limits, and to change forever the terms of their lives."
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From reader reviews:
Kathleen Land:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asyou
may know that book is very important for people. The book Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World
War Il had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is very advantages for you. The publication Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World War 1l is not
only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can
spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Bitter Fruit: African
American Women in World War 11. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Mary Ponce:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Bitter Fruit:
African American Women in World War |1 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World War llisthe main
one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of peoplein the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their ideain the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This
book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world within this book.

Ronald Karl:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World War 11, you could tells your family, friendsin
addition to soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Kathryn Hebert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your persona teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
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