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In this innovative exploration of the concept of formality, or governing by abstraction, Arthur Stinchcombe
breathes new life into an idea that scholars have all but ignored in recent years.

We have come to assume that governing our social activities by advance planning—by creating abstract
descriptions of what ought to happen and adjusting these descriptions as situations change—is not as
efficient and responsive as dealing directly with the real substance of the situation at hand. Stinchcombe
argues the opposite. When a plan is designed to correct itself and keep up with the reality it is meant to
govern, it can be remarkably successful. He points out a wide range of examples where this is the case,
including architectural blueprints, immigration law, the construction of common law by appeals courts,
Fannie Mae's secondary mortgage market, and scientific paradigms and programs.

Arguing that formality has been misconceived as consisting mainly of its defects, Stinchcombe shows how
formality, at its best, can serve us much better than ritual obedience to poorly laid plans or a romantic appeal
to "real life."
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

Here thing why this specific When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. When Formality Works:
Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with When Formality Works:
Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of When Formality Works: Authority
and Abstraction in Law and Organizations in e-book can be your alternate.

Wilma Richards:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking When Formality Works:
Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick When Formality
Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations become your starter.

Charles Stubblefield:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer may be When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations
why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Mary Jacobs:

This When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations is new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this
When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations can be the light food to suit



your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books
create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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