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The Dred Scott case is the most notorious example of slaves suing for freedom. Most examinations of the
case focus on its notorious verdict, and the repercussions that the decision set off-especially the worsening of
the sectional crisis that would eventually lead to the Civil War-were extreme. In conventional assessment, a
slave losing a lawsuit against his master seems unremarkable. But in fact, that case was just one of many
freedom suits brought by slaves in the antebellum period; an example of slaves working within the confines
of the U.S. legal system (and defying their masters in the process) in an attempt to win the ultimate prize:
their freedom. And until Dred Scott, the St. Louis courts adhered to the rule of law to serve justice by
recognizing the legal rights of the least well-off.

For over a decade, legal scholar Lea VanderVelde has been building and examining a collection of more than
300 newly discovered freedom suits in St. Louis. In Redemption Songs, VanderVelde describes twelve of
these never-before analyzed cases in close detail. Through these remarkable accounts, she takes readers
beyond the narrative of the Dred Scott case to weave a diverse tapestry of freedom suits and slave lives on
the frontier. By grounding this research in St. Louis, a city defined by the Antebellum frontier, VanderVelde
reveals the unique circumstances surrounding the institution of slavery in westward expansion. Her
investigation shows the enormous degree of variation among the individual litigants in the lives that lead to
their decision to file suit for freedom. Although Dred Scott's loss is the most widely remembered, over 100
of the 300 St. Louis cases that went to court resulted in the plaintiff's emancipation.

Beyond the successful outcomes, the very existence of these freedom suits helped to reshape the parameters
of American slavery in the nation's expansion. Thanks to VanderVelde's thorough and original research, we
can hear for the first time the vivid stories of a seemingly powerless group who chose to use a legal system
that was so often arrayed against them in their fight for freedom from slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

This Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott book is not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott without we comprehend
teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott can bring when you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott having good arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Dewey Rascon:

The knowledge that you get from Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott is the more deep
you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that
Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott instantly.

Ruby Harris:

This Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott is great book for you because the content that
is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that?

Nicholas Ko:

The book untitled Redemption Songs: Suing for Freedom before Dred Scott contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous



author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice go through.
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