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A century ago Oxford University Press published the first anthology of Canadian poetry-a beautiful blue
edition with gilt edges. "There are selections of verse in this volume which now appear for the first time in
the pages of any Canadian anthology," proudly writes volume editor and poet Wilfred Campbell in his
preface. While he argues that "the so-called Canadian spirit is the voice of the Vaster Britain," his original
selection submitted to the publisher was considered too traditional and British, poorly representing
contemporary writers. The selection was revised, and a host of younger poets were included-poets now
associated with early attempts to forge a uniquely Canadian voice.

Perhaps hoping he could sell his poetry to Empire readers, many of Campbell's poems reflect the British
literary tradition of dark, cold, and dangerous landscapes. Cold is a recurring metaphor for emptiness and
dislocation in this early immigrant poetry, as in C.D. Shanly's "The Walker of the Snow," Charles
Heavesege's "Winter Night," and Mrs. R.A. Faulkner's "Frost on the Window." There is a less-than-subtle
connection between cold and death, as in Rev. R.J. McGeorge's "The Emigrant's Funeral," J.R. Ramsay's
"November. A Dirge," Evan M'Coll's "The Highland Emigrant's Last Farewell," and John J. Proctor's
"Dead." Other poems likely chosen to draw the curiosity of British readers include historical topics (Charles
Mair's "Tecumseh," Charles Sangster's "Brock," and Thomas D'Arcy McGee's "Jacques Cartier") and
Aboriginal themes ("The Indian's Grave," "Indian Summer," and "The Red Men").

Midway through the collection enter the younger, contemporary voices of now-famous poets, many whom
were published here for the first time. Bliss Carman, Charles G.D. Roberts, Duncan Campbell Scott, and
Archibald Lampman-known as the Confederation Poets-explore a range of themes, from war to women to
the Canadian landscapes. The later poetry includes E. Pauline Johnson, a Mohawk writer and performer
otherwise known as Tekahionwake, among other women poets.

This anniversary edition provides insight into how early Canada looked and felt to newcomers, evolving
attitudes about Canadian identity, and the early canonization of the nation's literature. The Wynford edition
is introduced by Len Early, associate professor of English at York University.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Elder:

The book The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Wynford Books) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book The Oxford Book of Canadian
Verse (Wynford Books)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Wynford Books) has simple shape however you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Demarcus Bechtel:

Typically the book The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Wynford Books) has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after perusing this book.

Mae Marks:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Oxford Book of Canadian
Verse (Wynford Books) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Mark York:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Wynford Books) was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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