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Americans today live with conflicting ideas about day care. We criticize mothers who choose not to stay at
home, but we pressure women on welfare to leave their children behind. We recognize the benefits of early
childhood education, but do not provide it as a public right until children enter kindergarten. Our children are
priceless, but we pay minimum wages to the overwhelmingly female workforce which cares for them. We
are not really sure if day care is detrimental or beneficial for children, or if mothers should really be in the
workforce. To better understand how we have arrived at these present-day dilemmas, Elizabeth Rose argues,
we need to explore day care's past.

A Mother's Job is the first book to offer such an exploration. In this case study of Philadelphia, Rose
examines the different meanings of day care for families and providers from the late nineteenth century
through the postwar prosperity of the 1950s. Drawing on richly detailed records created by social workers,
she explores changing attitudes about motherhood, charity, and children's needs.

How did day care change from a charity for poor single mothers at the turn of the century into a recognized
need of ordinary families by 1960? This book traces that transformation, telling the story of day care from
the changing perspectives of the families who used it and the philanthropists and social workers who
administered it. We see day care through the eyes of the immigrants, whites, and blacks who relied upon day
care service as well as through those of the professionals who provided it.

This volume will appeal to anyone interested in understanding the roots of our current day care crisis, as well
as the broader issues of education, welfare, and women's work--all issues in which the key questions of day
care are enmeshed. Students of social history, women's history, welfare policy, childcare, and education will
also encounter much valuable information in this well-written book.
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From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A Mother's Job: The History of
Day Care, 1890-1960 as the daily resource information.

Anthony Hanna:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept A Mother's Job:
The History of Day Care, 1890-1960 suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The
actual book untitled A Mother's Job: The History of Day Care, 1890-1960is the main one of several books in
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their idea
in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Rachel Louviere:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the guide untitled A Mother's Job: The History of Day Care, 1890-1960 can be good book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Cynthia Cisneros:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
classifieds, book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book.
The book that recommended for you is A Mother's Job: The History of Day Care, 1890-1960 this e-book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of



you.
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