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From ancient empires to modern economics, veteran journalist Andrew Lawler delivers a sweeping history
of the animal that has been most crucial to the spread of civilization across the globe—the chicken.

Queen Victoria was obsessed with it. Socrates’ last words were about it. Charles Darwin and Louis Pasteur
made their scientific breakthroughs using it. Catholic popes, African shamans, Chinese philosophers, and
Muslim mystics praised it. Throughout the history of civilization, humans have embraced it in every form
imaginable—as a messenger of the gods, powerful sex symbol, gambling aid, emblem of resurrection, all-
purpose medicine, handy research tool, inspiration for bravery, epitome of evil, and, of course, as the star of
the world’s most famous joke.

In Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?, science writer Andrew Lawler takes us on an adventure from
prehistory to the modern era with a fascinating account of the partnership between human and chicken (the
most successful of all cross-species relationships). Beginning with the recent discovery in Montana that the
chicken’s unlikely ancestor is T. rex, this book builds on Lawler’s popular Smithsonian cover article, “How
the Chicken Conquered the World” to track the chicken from its original domestication in the jungles of
Southeast Asia some 10,000 years ago to postwar America, where it became the most engineered of animals,
to the uncertain future of what is now humanity’s single most important source of protein.

In a masterful combination of historical sleuthing and journalistic exploration on four continents, Lawler
reframes the way we feel and think about our most important animal partner—and, by extension, all
domesticated animals, and even nature itself.

Lawler’s narrative reveals the secrets behind the chicken’s transformation from a shy jungle bird into an
animal of astonishing versatility, capable of serving our species’ changing needs. For no other siren has
called humans to rise, shine, and prosper quite like the rooster’s cry: “cock-a-doodle-doo!”
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From reader reviews:

John Harris:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that
Powers Civilization. Try to make the book Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the
Bird that Powers Civilization as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So
, let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Robert Alcock:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Why Did the Chicken Cross the
World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Mabel Maddux:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic
Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to
you.

Dennis Carson:

Beside this specific Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers
Civilization in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry
if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Why Did the Chicken
Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement



here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find
this book and read it from currently!
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