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The jali--a member of a hereditary group of Mandinka professional performers--is a charismatic but
contradictory figure. He is at once the repository of his people's history, the voice of contemporary political
authority, the inspiration for African American dreams of an African homeland, and the chief entertainment
for the burgeoning transnational tourist industry. Numerous journalists, scholars, politicians, and culture
aficionados have tried to pin him down. This book shows how the jali's talents at performance make him a
genius at representation--the ideal figure to tell us about the "Africa" that the world imagines, which is
always a thing of illusion, magic, and contradiction.

Africa often enters the global imagination through news accounts of ethnic war, famine, and despotic
political regimes. Those interested in countering such dystopic images--be they cultural nationalists in the
African diaspora or connoisseurs of "global culture"--often found their representations of an emancipatory
Africa on an enthusiasm for West African popular culture and performance arts. Based on extensive field
research in The Gambia and focusing on the figure of the jali, Performing Africa interrogates these
representations together with their cultural and political implications. It explores how Africa is produced,
circulated, and consumed through performance and how encounters through performance create the place of
Africa in the world. Innovative and discerning, Performing Africa is a provocative contribution to debates
over cultural nationalism and the construction of identity and history in Africa and elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll, shopping,
or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Performing Africa? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jeremy Turner:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Performing Africa.

Jeffrey Messina:

This Performing Africa is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Performing Africa in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Amanda Kline:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Performing Africa.
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