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Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature hit the philosophical world like a bombshell. Richard Rorty, a
Princeton professor who had contributed to the analytic tradition in philosophy, was now attempting to shrug
off all the central problems with which it had long been preoccupied. After publication, the Press was barely
able to keep up with demand, and the book has since gone on to become one of its all-time best-sellers in
philosophy.

Rorty argued that, beginning in the seventeenth century, philosophers developed an unhealthy obsession with
the notion of representation. They compared the mind to a mirror that reflects reality. In their view,
knowledge is concerned with the accuracy of these reflections, and the strategy employed to obtain this
knowledge--that of inspecting, repairing, and polishing the mirror--belongs to philosophy. Rorty's book was
a powerful critique of this imagery and the tradition of thought that it spawned. He argued that the questions
about truth posed by Descartes, Kant, Hegel, and modern epistemologists and philosophers of language
simply couldn't be answered and were, in any case, irrelevant to serious social and cultural inquiry. This
stance provoked a barrage of criticism, but whatever the strengths of Rorty's specific claims, the book had a
therapeutic effect on philosophy. It reenergized pragmatism as an intellectual force, steered philosophy back
to its roots in the humanities, and helped to make alternatives to analytic philosophy a serious choice for
young graduate students. Twenty-five years later, the book remains a must-read for anyone seriously
concerned about the nature of philosophical inquiry and what philosophers can and cannot do to help us
understand and improve the world.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hart:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Philosophy and the Mirror of
Nature will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Alan Fan:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Philosophy and the Mirror of
Nature book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Donna Sedillo:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Sandra Bland:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature was filled concerning science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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