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A synthesis of forty years' work by France's leading sociologist, this book pushes the critique of scholarly
reason to a new level. It is a brilliant example of Bourdieu's unique ability to link sociological theory,
historical information, and philosophical thought.

Pascalian Meditations makes explicit the presuppositions of a state of "scholasticism," a certain leisure
liberated from the urgencies of the world. Philosophers, unwilling to engage these presuppositions in their
practice, have brought them into the order of discourse, not so much to analyze them as to legitimate them.
This situation is the primary systematic, epistemological, ethical, and aesthetic error that Bourdieu subjects
to methodological critique.

This critique of scholarly reason is carried out in the name of Pascal because he, too, pointed out the features
of human existence that the scholastic outlook ignores: he was concerned with symbolic power; he refused
the temptation of foundationalist thinking; he attended (without populist naïveté) to "ordinary people"; and
he was determined to seek the raison d'être of seemingly illogical behavior rather than condemning or
mocking it.

Through this critique, Bourdieu charts a negative philosophy that calls into question some of our most
fundamental presuppositions, such as a "subject" who is free and self-aware. This philosophy, with its
intellectual debt to such other "heretical" philosophers as Wittgenstein, Austin, Dewey, and Peirce, renews
traditional questioning of the concepts of violence, power, time, history, the universal, and the purpose and
direction of existence.
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Ewing:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Pascalian Meditations is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Monika Cunniff:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Pascalian Meditations as the daily resource information.

Johanna Land:

This Pascalian Meditations is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as
it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Pascalian Meditations can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Joshua Little:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Pascalian Meditations we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Pascalian Meditations. You can more
attractive than now.
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