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In the 1970s sitcom The Odd Couple, Felix and Oscar argue over a racing greyhound that Oscar won in a
bet. Animal lover Felix wants to keep the dog as a pet; gambling enthusiast Oscar wants to race it. This
dilemma fairly reflects America's attitude toward greyhound racing.

This book, the first cultural history of greyhound racing in America, charts the sport's meteoric rise-and
equally meteoric decline-against the backdrop of changes in American culture during the last century.
Gwyneth Anne Thayer takes us from its origins in "coursing" in England, through its postwar heyday, and up
to its current state of near-extinction. Her entertaining account offers fresh insight into the development of
American sport and leisure, the rise of animal advocacy, and the unique place that dogs hold in American
life.

Thayer describes greyhound racing's dynamic growth in the 1920s in places like Saint Louis, Chicago, and
New Orleans, then explores its phenomenal popularity in Florida, where promoters exploited its remote
association with the upper class and helped foster a celebrity culture around it. By the end of the century
media reports of alleged animal cruelty had surfaced as well as competition from other gaming pursuits such
as state lotteries and Indian casinos. Greyhound racing became so suspect that even Homer Simpson derided
it.

In exploring the socioeconomic, political, and ideological factors that fueled the rise and fall of dog racing in
America, Thayer has consulted participants and critics alike in order to present both sides of a contentious
debate. She examines not only the impact of animal protectionists, but also suspected underworld ties,
longstanding tensions between dogmen and track owners over racing contracts, and the evolving relationship
between consumerism and dogs. She captures the sport's glory days in dozens of photographs that recall its
coursing past or show celebrities like Frank Sinatra and Babe Ruth with winning racing hounds. Thayer also
records the growth of the adoption movement that rescues ex-racers from possible euthanasia.

Today there are fewer than half as many greyhound tracks, in half as many states, as there were 10 years
ago-and half of them are in Florida. Thayer's in-depth, meticulously balanced account is an intriguing look at
this singular activity and will teach readers as much about American cultural behavior as about racing
greyhounds.
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From reader reviews:

Elida Allman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal Activism, and
American Popular Culture (Culture America). Try to the actual book Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing,
Animal Activism, and American Popular Culture (Culture America) as your pal. It means that it can for
being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah,
it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Richard Mills:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Going to the Dogs:
Greyhound Racing, Animal Activism, and American Popular Culture (Culture America) book because book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Chad Foster:

The book Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal Activism, and American Popular Culture (Culture
America) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

William Kozak:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal
Activism, and American Popular Culture (Culture America) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal Activism, and American
Popular Culture (Culture America) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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