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Confession is a crucial ritual of the Catholic Church, offering absolution of sin and spiritual guidance to the
faithful. Yet this ancient sacrament has also been a source of controversy and oppression, culminating, as
prize-winning historian John Cornwell reveals in The Dark Box, with the scandal of clerical child abuse.
Drawing on extensive historical sources, contemporary reports, and first-hand accounts, Cornwell takes a
hard look at the long evolution of confession.

The papacy made annual, one-on-one confession obligatory for the first time in the 13th century. In the era
that followed, confession was a source of spiritual consolation as well as sexual and mercenary scandal.
During the 16th century, the Church introduced the confession box to prevent sexual solicitation of women,
but this private space gave rise to new forms of temptation, both for penitents and confessors. Yet no phase
in the story of the sacrament has had such drastic consequences as a historic decree by Pope Pius X in 1910.
In reaction to the spiritual perils of the new century, Pius sought to safeguard the Catholic faithful by
lowering the age at which children made their first confession from their early teens to seven, while
exhorting all Catholics to confess frequently instead of annually. This sweeping, inappropriately early
imposition of the sacrament gave priests an unprecedented and privileged role in the lives of young boys and
girls—a role that a significant number would exploit in the decades that followed.

A much-needed account of confession’s fraught history, The Dark Box explores the sources of the
sacrament’s harm and shame, while recognizing its continuing power to offer consolation and reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Ballentine:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book The Dark Box: A Secret History of Confession
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is very advantages for you. The e-book The Dark Box: A Secret History of Confession is not only giving
you much more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Dark
Box: A Secret History of Confession. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Mary Crist:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Dark Box: A Secret History of Confession book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding The Dark Box:
A Secret History of Confession content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now
thinking The Dark Box: A Secret History of Confession is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Virgie Tauber:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Dark Box: A Secret History of
Confession publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Dark Box: A Secret History of
Confession as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break
don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Valarie Chamberlin:

This The Dark Box: A Secret History of Confession is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Dark Box: A Secret History of Confession
can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone.
These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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