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National Book Critics Circle Award Winner: Biography Category
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USA Today: 10 Books We Loved Reading

Washington Post, 10 Best Books of 2014

The definitive biography of America's greatest playwright from the celebrated drama critic of The New
Yorker.

John Lahr has produced atheater biography like no other. Tennessee Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh
gives intimate access to the mind of one of the most brilliant dramatists of his century, whose plays reshaped
the American theater and the nation's sense of itself. This astute, deeply researched biography sheds alight
on Tennessee Williams's warring family, his guilt, his creative triumphs and failures, his sexuality and
numerous affairs, his misreported death, even the shenanigans surrounding his estate.

With vivid cameos of the formative influencesin Williams's life—his fierce, belittling father Cornelius; his
puritanical, domineering mother Edwina; his demented sister Rose, who was |obotomized at the age of
thirty-three; his beloved grandfather, the Reverend Walter Dakin—Tennessee Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of
the Flesh is as much a biography of the man who created A Streetcar Named Desire, The Glass Menagerie,
and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof asit is atrenchant exploration of Williams's plays and the tortured process of
bringing them to stage and screen.

The portrait of Williams himself is unforgettable: avirgin until he was twenty-six, he had serial homosexual
affairs thereafter as well aslong-time, bruising relationships with Pancho Gonzalez and Frank Merlo. With
compassion and verve, Lahr explores how Williams's relationships informed his work and how the resulting
success brought turmoil to his personal life.

Lahr captures not just Williams' s tempestuous public persona but also his backstage life, where his agent



Audrey Wood and the director Elia Kazan play major roles, and Marlon Brando, Anna Magnani, Bette
Davis, Maureen Stapleton, Diana Barrymore, and Tallulah Bankhead have scintillating walk-on parts. Thisis

abiography of the highest order: a book about the major American playwright of histime written by the
major American drama critic of histime.
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From reader reviews:
DavisMiller:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Tennessee Williams. Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era

Alfredo Dunn:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a humber of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Tennessee Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours
guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Jennifer Klen:

The book with title Tennessee Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh haslot of information that you can
understand it. You can get alot of help after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware
of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. Y ou
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Manuel Frazier:

This Tennessee Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh is great e-book for you because the content that is
full of information for you who also aways deal with world and aso have to make decision every minute.
Thiskind of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentencesin it.
Soif you areread that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Tennessee
Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh in your hand like having the world in your arm, datain it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but
this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
in which?
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