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Ronald Reagan may have been the most prolific correspondent of any American president since Thomas
Jefferson. The total number of letters written over his lifetime probably exceeds 10,000. Their breadth is
equally astonishing -- with friends and family, with politicians, children, and other private citizens, Reagan
was as dazzling a communicator in letters as he was in person. Collectively, his letters reveal his character
and thinking like no other source. He made candid, considerate, and tough statements that he rarely made in
a public speech or open forum. He enjoyed responding to citizens, and comforting or giving advice or
encouragement to friends. Now, the most astonishing of his writings, culled in Reagan: A Portrait in Letters,
finally and fully reveal the true Ronald Reagan. Many of Reagan's handwritten letters are among the most
thoughtful, charming, and moving documents he produced. Long letters to his daughter Patti, applauding her
honesty, and son Ron Jr., urging him to be the best student he can be, reveal Reagan as a caring parent.
Long-running correspondence with old friends, carried on for many decades, reveals the importance of his
hometown and college networks. Heartfelt advice on love and marriage, fond memories of famous friends
from Hollywood, and rare letters about his early career allow Reagan to tell his own full biography as never
before. Running correspondence with young African-American student Ruddy Hines reveals a little-known
presidential pen pal. The editors also reveal that another long-running pen-pal relationship, with fan club
leader Lorraine Wagner, was initially ghostwritten by his mother, until Reagan began to write to Wagner
himself someyears later. Reagan's letters are a political and historical treasure trove. Revealed here for the
first time is a running correspondence with Richard Nixon, begun in 1959 and continuing until shortly before
Nixon's death. Letters to key supporters reveal that Reagan was thinking of the presidency from the mid-
1960s; that missile defense was of interest to him as early as the 1970s; and that few details of his campaigns
or policies escaped his notice. Dozens of letters to constituents reveal Reagan to have been most comfortable
and natural with pen in hand, a man who reached out to friend and foe alike throughout his life. Reagan: A
Life in Letters is as important as it is astonishing and moving.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal McDonough:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Reagan: A Life In Letters book is readable by means of you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of
Reagan: A Life In Letters content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Reagan: A Life In Letters is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Catherine Branch:

The event that you get from Reagan: A Life In Letters could be the more deep you rooting the information
that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Reagan: A Life In Letters giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this Reagan: A Life In Letters instantly.

Blake Westerman:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a guide. The book Reagan: A Life In Letters it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Margaret Pace:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Reagan: A Life In Letters can be the reply, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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