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Financial markets, processes, and instruments are often difficult to fathom; and recent turbulence suggests
they may be out of control in some respects. Donald Mackenzie is one of the most perceptive analysts of the
workings of the financial world. In this book, MacKenzie argues that economic agents and markets need to
be analyzed in their full materiality: their physicality, their corporeality, their technicality. Markets are
populated not by disembodied, abstract agents, but by embodied human beings and technical systems.
Concepts and systematic ways of thinking that simplify market processes and make them mentally tractable
are essential to how markets function.

In putting forward this material sociology of markets, the book synthesizes and contributes to the new field
of social studies of finance: the application to financial markets not just of economics but of wider social-
science disciplines, in particular science and technology studies. The topics covered include hedge funds (the
book contains the first social-science study of a hedge fund based on direct observation); the development of
financial derivatives exchanges (non-existent in 1970, but now trading products equivalent to $13,000 for
every human being on earth); arbitrage; how corporate profit figures are constructed; and the crucial new
markets in carbon emissions.

The book will appeal to research students and academics across the social sciences, and the general reader
will enjoy the book's explanations and analyses of some of the most important phenomena of today's
turbulent markets.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Hansell:

The book Material Markets: How Economic Agents are Constructed (Clarendon Lectures in Management
Studies) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make studying a book Material Markets: How Economic Agents are Constructed
(Clarendon Lectures in Management Studies) for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like wide open and read a reserve Material Markets: How Economic Agents are Constructed (Clarendon
Lectures in Management Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Lori Roth:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the guide untitled Material Markets: How Economic Agents are Constructed (Clarendon
Lectures in Management Studies) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Elliott Salazar:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Material Markets: How Economic Agents are Constructed (Clarendon Lectures in Management
Studies) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Lauren Allison:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Material Markets: How Economic Agents
are Constructed (Clarendon Lectures in Management Studies) can be the response, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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