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An unprecedented survey of Italian film from the leading expert in the field

A History of Italian Cinema is a major new study from the author of the bestselling Italian Cinema - which
has been published in three landmark editions and celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary in 2008. Building
upon his decades of research, Peter Bondanella has now written the definitive history of the subject, from the
birth of cinema to the present day. He has rethought, reorganized, and completely rewritten his previous
work, which focused on postwar cinema, and has broadened his coverage of the spaghetti western and
comedy genres. Bondanella also now covers a huge range of work that was not previously considered,
particularly both popular and 'B' genres, including: the sword and sandal epic or "peplum" film of the 1950s;
the Italian horror film, the so-called spaghetti nightmare films (including the subcategories of horror, the
Italian zombie and cannibal films), that began in the 1950s and continue through the present; the giallo or
Italian mystery thriller; and the poliziesco or Italian crime film from the 1970s to the present. This new book
also examines the emergence of a "third wave" of new auteurs born in the 1950s as well as an even younger
group of important directors born in the 1960s who have already made their mark on the direction of the
Italian cinema in the third millennium.

Finally, A History of Italian Cinema now includes the most comprehensive bibliography of the subject ever
to be assembled in an English-language publication. Erudite, comprehensive, and heavily illustrated
throughout, this is an essential purchase for any fan of Italian film.

Praise for Bondanella's previous work in the field:

"Extremely interesting and stimulating."-Bernardo Bertolucci

"A very good book and a very accurate one."-Federico Fellini

"The librarian who does not get Bondanella immediately must be petitioned, picketed, importuned."-Choice

"To measure the progress and development of Anglo-American studies on Italian cinema, one needs
only to consider Peter Bondanella's pioneering and seminal Italian Cinema...Bondanella's work carries the
crucial merit of having opened up a panoramic view of Italian national cinema to Anglo-American film
scholars who in general were mostly familiar with only a few masterpieces. Over the years,
Bondanella's systematic approach has enabled and inspired countless studies."-Gian Piero Brunetta,
Professor of History and Film Criticism, University of Padua, Italy
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From reader reviews:

Margarita Toman:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This A History of Italian Cinema book is readable simply by you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of A History of Italian Cinema
content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking A History of Italian Cinema is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Cristen Washington:

Often the book A History of Italian Cinema will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study,
this book very suitable to you. The book A History of Italian Cinema is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Nancy Williams:

The e-book untitled A History of Italian Cinema is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write
the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of A History of Italian Cinema from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Marjorie Calhoun:

The guide with title A History of Italian Cinema has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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