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Scare Tactics, the first book on the subject, provides a theory of the structure of reasoning used in fear and
threat appeal argumentation. Such arguments come under the heading of the argumentum ad baculum, the
`argument to the stick/club', traditionally treated as a fallacy in the logic textbooks. The new dialectical
theory is based on case studies of many interesting examples of the use of these arguments in advertising,
public relations, politics, international negotiations, and everyday argumentation on all kinds of subjects.
Many of these arguments are amusing, once you see the clever tactic used; others are scary. Some of the
arguments appear to be quite reasonable, while others are highly suspicious, or even outrageously fraudulent.
In addition to the examples taken from logic textbooks, other cases treated come from a variety of sources,
including political debates, legal arguments, and arguments from media sources, like magazine articles and
television ads. The purpose of this book is to explain how such arguments work as devices of persuasion, and
to develop a method for analyzing and evaluating their reasonable and fallacious uses in particular cases. The
book shows how such arguments share a common structure, revealing several distinctive forms of argument
nested within each other. Based on its account of this cognitive structure, the new dialectical theory presents
methods for identifying, analyzing, and evaluating these arguments, as they are used in specific cases.
The book is a scholarly contribution to argumentation theory. It is written in an accessible style, and uses
many colorful and provocative examples of fear and threat appeal arguments that are suitable for classroom
discussions. The matters treated will be of interest to professionals and students in law, critical thinking,
advertising, speech communication, informal logic, cognitive science, rhetoric, and media studies.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Sanchez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
entitled Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Marina Tucker:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Scare Tactics:
Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library) book as beginning and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Joyce Shryock:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Scare Tactics: Arguments that
Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Harold Esparza:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library)
this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of
you.
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