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Massive illegal immigration from Mexico into California, Victor Davis Hanson writes, "coupled with a loss
of confidence in the old melting pot model of transforming newcomers into Americans, is changing the very
nature of state. Yet we Californians have been inadequate in meeting this challenge, both failing to control
our borders with Mexico and to integrate the new alien population into our mainstream." Part history, part
political analysis, and part memoir, "Mexifornia" is an intensely personal work by one of our most important
writers. Hanson is perhaps known best for his military histories and especially his social commentary about
America and its response to terror after 9/11. But he is also a fifth-generation Californian who runs a family
farm in the Central Valley and has written eloquent elegies for the decline of the small farm such as "Fields
Without Dreams" and "The Land Was Everything." Like these books, "Mexifornia" is an intensely personal
look at what has changed in California over the last quarter century. In this case, however, Hanson's focus is
on how not only California, the Southwest, and indeed the entire nation has been affected by America's
hemorrhaging borders and how those hurt worst are the Mexican immigrants themselves. A large part of the
problem, Hanson believes, comes from the opportunistic coalition that stymies immigration reform and, even
worse, stifles an honest discussion of a growing problem. Conservative corporations, contractors, and
agribusiness demand cheap wage labor from Mexico, whatever the social consequences. Meanwhile,
"progressive" academics, journalists, government bureaucrats, and La Raza advocates envision illegal aliens
as a vast new political constituency for those committed to the notion that victimhood, not citizenship, is the
key to advancement. The problems Hanson identifies may have reached critical mass in California, but they
affect Americans who inhabit "Mexizona," "Mexichusetts" and other states of becoming. Hanson writes
wistfully about his own growing up in the Central Valley when he was one of a handful of non-Hispanics in
his elementary school and when his teachers saw it as their mission to give all students, Hispanic and "white"
alike, a passport to the American Dream. He follows the fortunes of Hispanic friends he has known all his
life--how they have succeeded in America and how they regard the immigration crisis. But if "Mexifornia" is
emotionally generous at the strength and durability of the groups that have made California strong, it is also
an indictment of the policies that got California into its present mess. But in the end, Hanson strongly
believes that our traditions of assimilation, integration, and intermarriage may yet remedy a problem that the
politicians and ideologues have allowed to get out of hand.
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From reader reviews:

Elsie Canada:

This book untitled Mexifornia: A State of Becoming to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Clarence McKeever:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Mexifornia: A State of Becoming it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Claudia Chittum:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Mexifornia: A State of Becoming was filled with regards to science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Robin Norfleet:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Mexifornia: A State of Becoming can make you feel more interested to read.
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