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"Athena seized the writhing serpent and hurled it into the sky, and fixed it to the very pole of the
heavens."

The constellations we recognize today were first mapped by the ancient Greeks, who arranged the stars into
patterns for that purpose. In the third century BC Eratosthenes compiled a handbook of astral mythology in
which the constellations were associated with figures from legend, and myths were provided to explain how
each person, creature, or object came to be placed in the sky. Thus we can see Heracles killing the Dragon,
and Perseus slaying the sea-monster to save Andromeda; Orion chases the seven maidens transformed by
Zeus into the Pleiades, and Aries, the golden ram, is identified flying up to the heavens.

This translation brings together the later summaries from Eratosthenes's lost handbook with a guide to
astronomy compiled by Hyginus, librarian to Augustus. Together with Aratus's astronomical poem the
Phaenomena, these texts provide a complete collection of Greek astral myths; imaginative and picturesque,
they also offer an intriguing insight into ancient science and culture.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around
the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful
notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline McArdle:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to
endure than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of
Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's Classics) book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Carrie Correll:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's Classics), it is possible to
tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a book.

William Kelley:

The e-book with title Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's Classics) has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Donna Moore:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's Classics) your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena
(Oxford World's Classics) giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your



body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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