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Charlie Parker has been idolized by generations of jazz musicians and fans. Indeed, his spectacular musical
abilities--his blinding speed and brilliant improvisational style--made Parker a legend even before his tragic
death at age thirty-four.
Now, in Chasin' The Bird, Brian Priestley offers a marvelous biography of this jazz icon, ranging from his
childhood in Kansas City to his final harrowing days in New York. Priestley offers new insight into Parker's
career, beginning as a teenager single-mindedly devoted to mastering the saxophone. We follow Parker on
his first trip to New York, penniless, washing dishes for $9.00 a week at Jimmy's Chicken Shack, a favorite
hangout of the great Art Tatum, whose stunning speed and ingenuity were an influence on the young
musician. Priestley sheds light on Parker's collaborations with Dizzy Gillespie, Max Roach, Bud Powell,
Mary Lou Williams, and Thelonious Monk, and he illuminates such classic recordings as "Salt Peanuts" and
"A Night in Tunisia" and Parker's own compositions "Shaw 'Nuff" and "Yardbird Suite"--music which
defined an era. Priestley also gives us an unflinching look at Parker's dark side--the drug abuse, heavy
drinking, and tangled relations with women and the law. He recounts the death of Parker's daughter Pree,
who was only two-and-a-half years old, and Parker's own death at thirty-four, in such wretched condition
that the doctor listed his age as fifty-three.
With an invaluable discography that lists every recording of Charlie Parker that has ever been made publicly
available, here is a must-have biography of a true jazz giant, one that helps us penetrate the dazzling surface
to grasp the artistry beneath.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie
Parker as the daily resource information.

Janelle Garrity:

The actual book Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Chasin' The Bird: The Life and
Legacy of Charlie Parker is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Joy Hutchinson:

This Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker is great e-book for you because the content
that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute
right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt that will?

Billy Migliore:

Beside this particular Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker in your phone, it can give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this
book as well as read it from currently!
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