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The seeds of irreverent humour that inspired the likes of Wayne and Shuster and Monty Python were sown in
the trenches of the First World War, and The Dumbells?concert parties made up of fighting soldiers?were
central to this process. Soldiers of Song tells their story.

Lucky soldiers who could sing a song, perform a skit, or pass as a “lady,” were taken from the line and put
onstage for the benefit of their soldier-audiences. The intent was to bolster morale and thereby help soldiers
survive the war.

The Dumbells’ popularity was not limited to troop shows along the trenches. The group also managed a run
in London’s West End and became the first ever Canadian production to score a hit on Broadway. Touring
Canada for some twelve years after the war, the Dumbells became a household name and made more than
twenty-five audio recordings. If nationhood was won on the crest of Vimy Ridge, it was the Dumbells who
provided the country with its earliest soundtrack. Pioneers of sketch comedy, the Dumbells are as important
to the history of Canadian theatre as they are to the cultural history of early-twentieth-century Canada.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of
the First World War.

Elaine Kistler:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Soldiers of Song:
The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World War book as beginner and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Virginia Glass:

The particular book Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World
War will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Soldiers of Song:
The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World War is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Arthur Fabry:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World
War we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must
love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life by this book Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the
First World War. You can more inviting than now.
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