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A century and a half after the publication of Origin of Species, evolutionary thinking has expanded beyond
the field of biology to include virtually all human-related subjects—anthropology, archeology, psychology,
economics, religion, morality, politics, culture, and art. Now a distinguished scholar offers the first
comprehensive account of the evolutionary origins of art and storytelling. Brian Boyd explains why we tell
stories, how our minds are shaped to understand them, and what difference an evolutionary understanding of
human nature makes to stories we love.

Art is a specifically human adaptation, Boyd argues. It offers tangible advantages for human survival, and it
derives from play, itself an adaptation widespread among more intelligent animals. More particularly, our
fondness for storytelling has sharpened social cognition, encouraged cooperation, and fostered creativity.

After considering art as adaptation, Boyd examines Homer’s Odyssey and Dr. Seuss’s Horton Hears a Who!
demonstrating how an evolutionary lens can offer new understanding and appreciation of specific works.
What triggers our emotional engagement with these works? What patterns facilitate our responses? The need
to hold an audience’s attention, Boyd underscores, is the fundamental problem facing all storytellers.
Enduring artists arrive at solutions that appeal to cognitive universals: an insight out of step with
contemporary criticism, which obscures both the individual and universal. Published for the bicentenary of
Darwin’s birth and the 150th anniversary of the publication of Origin of Species, Boyd’s study embraces a
Darwinian view of human nature and art, and offers a credo for a new humanism.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and
Fiction. Try to make the book On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction as your friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

James Kostka:

The book On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book
On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like start and read a reserve On the Origin of Stories: Evolution,
Cognition, and Fiction. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this book?

Margaret Cardwell:

This On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and
Fiction can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Mary Alejandro:

On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing On the Origin of Stories:
Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also



based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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