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In 1760 no polity in the world was democratic in any way we would now recognize. In 1995 there were
democratic states on every continent and in every region. The struggle to create, sustain, and entrench
democratic political systems is one of the central narratives of modernity. Democratization is the first
textbook comprehensively to survey, explore and engage with this story.

In Part I, the introduction to the book as a whole, an overview and elaboration is offered of the key
explanatory models of democratization; this section also refines the description of a regime's democratic
status and explores the models and strategies of comparative analysis used in the book. While each of the
subsequent twenty chapters can stand on their own, they have all been framed by a shared engagement with
and discussion of the dynamics of democratization set out here.

Part II surveys the course of democratization in the West from 1760 to 1989, examining both the early
breakthroughs of the French and American Revolutions and the inter-war crisis of European democracy. The
post-war era is covered by discussions of the impact of World War II, the democratic revolutions in Southern
Europe and the struggle of the American Civil Rights movement.

Part III examines the experience of Latin America and Asia. The Latin American case is covered in two
chapters stretching from the 1930's to the 1990's. In the Asia section the comparative trajectories of Asia's
two giants - China and India - are contrasted with the experience of East Asia's original tigers (Taiwan and
South Korea) and more recent industrializing states (Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia).

In Part IV the relative weakness of democratization in Africa and the Middle East is interrogated. Surveys of
the Middle East and sub-Saharan Africa are complemented by individual case studies (Israel-Palestine and
South Africa) and a synoptic examination of the relationship between Islamic culture, society and
democracy.

In Part V, the democratic revolutions of 1989 and their aftermath are examined in chapters on Eastern
Europe and Russia. The enmeshment of these processes of democratization with nationalist struggles are
highlighted in a study of former Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia while the particular course of the remaining
socialist states is examined in a chapter on Vietnam.

Finally, the conclusion both reviews the regional variations in democratization and considers the pressing
question of how democracies once created can be sustained.

Democratization will provide students and teachers with an invaluable and engaging resource for examining
the complex fate of democratic politics across the world.
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From reader reviews:

Blair Kennedy:

This Democratization are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Democratization can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock
your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Democratization forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Katherine Khan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Democratization, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Robert Ford:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Democratization is simple to develop you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tyler Cote:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Democratization can be the respond to,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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