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Relying on religious traditions that are as old as their faith itself, many devout Christians turn to prayer rather
than medicine when their children fall victim to illness or injury. Faith healers claim that their practices are
effective in restoring health - more effective, they say, than modern medicine. But, over the past century,
hundreds of children have died after being denied the basic medical treatments furnished by physicians
because of their parents' intense religious beliefs. The tragic deaths of these youngsters have received intense
scrutiny from both the news media and public authorities seeking to protect the health and welfare of
children.

When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing, Children, and the Law is the first book to fully examine the complex web
of legal and ethical questions that arise when criminal prosecutions are mounted against parents whose
children die as a result of the phenomenon known by experts as religion-based medical neglect. Do
constitutional protections for religious liberty shield parents who fail to provide adequate medical treatment
for their sick children? Are parents likewise shielded by state child-neglect faith laws that seem to include
exemptions for healing practices? What purpose do prosecutions really serve when it's clear that many
deeply religious parents harbor no fear of temporal punishment? Peters offers a review of important legal
cases in both England and America from the 19th century to the present day. He devotes special attention to
cases involving Christian Science, the source of many religion-based medical neglect deaths, but also
considers cases arising from the refusal of Jehovah's witnesses to allow blood transfusions or inoculations.
Individual cases dating back to the mid-19th century illuminate not only the legal issues at stake but also the
profound human drama of religion-based medical neglect of children.

Based on a wide array of primary and secondary source materials - among them judicial opinions, trial
transcripts, police and medical examiner reports, news accounts, personal interviews, and scholarly studies -
this book explores efforts by the legal system to balance judicial protections for the religious liberty of faith-
healers against the state's obligation to safeguard the rights of children.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing,
Children, and the Law will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with
you?

Nellie Wellborn:

When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing, Children, and the Law can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing,
Children, and the Law yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Todd James:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing,
Children, and the Law publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question When Prayer Fails:
Faith Healing, Children, and the Law as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one
reserve that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Steven Evans:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book When Prayer Fails: Faith
Healing, Children, and the Law to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the publication When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing, Children,
and the Law can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must



you're doing of the time.
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