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For much of its history, philosophy was not merely a theoretical discipline but a way of life, an "art of
living." This practical aspect of philosophy has been much less dominant in modernity than it was in ancient
Greece and Rome, when philosophers of all stripes kept returning to Socrates as a model for living. The idea
of philosophy as an art of living has survived in the works of such major modern authors as Montaigne,
Nietzsche, and Foucault. Each of these writers has used philosophical discussion as a means of establishing
what a person is and how a worthwhile life is to be lived. In this wide-ranging, brilliantly written account,
Alexander Nehamas provides an incisive reevaluation of Socrates' place in the Western philosophical
tradition and shows the importance of Socrates for Montaigne, Nietzsche, and Foucault.

Why does each of these philosophers—each fundamentally concerned with his own originality—return to
Socrates as a model? The answer lies in the irony that characterizes the Socrates we know from the Platonic
dialogues. Socratic irony creates a mask that prevents a view of what lies behind. How Socrates led the life
he did, what enabled or inspired him, is never made evident. No tenets are proposed. Socrates remains a
silent and ambiguous character, forcing readers to come to their own conclusions about the art of life. This,
Nehamas shows, is what allowed Montaigne, Nietzsche, and Foucault to return to Socrates as a model
without thereby compelling them to imitate him.

This highly readable, erudite study argues for the importance of the tradition within Western philosophy that
is best described as "the art of living" and casts Montaigne, Nietzsche, and Foucault as the three major
modern representatives of this tradition. Full of original ideas and challenging associations, this work will
offer new ways of thinking about the philosophers Nehamas discusses and about the discipline of philosophy
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Brooke:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Art of Living: Socratic Reflections from
Plato to Foucault (Sather Classical Lectures) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Latoya Brown:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Art of Living: Socratic
Reflections from Plato to Foucault (Sather Classical Lectures) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you can pick The Art of Living: Socratic Reflections from Plato to
Foucault (Sather Classical Lectures) become your starter.

Debra Sims:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Art of Living: Socratic Reflections from Plato to Foucault
(Sather Classical Lectures) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Daniel Starkey:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Art of Living: Socratic Reflections from
Plato to Foucault (Sather Classical Lectures) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book The Art of Living: Socratic Reflections from Plato to Foucault (Sather Classical Lectures)
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading which.
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