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Few crimes capture our imagination as completely as child kidnapping. We are both fascinated and revolted,
seeing in each victim our own child, in each bereaved parent ourselves, and in each kidnapper a monster
striking straight at the heart of the family and our society. Kidnapping is a modern morality play, the
innocence of the child in stark contrast to the corruption of the criminal, all played out by a mediaindustry
eager to feed the worst fears of every parent. In this pathbreaking book, Paula S. Fass explores how our fear
has evolved from itsfirst chilling realization in 1874, when Americans were startled and horrified to discover
that their children could be held for ransom, until today, when sexual predators seem to threaten our children
at every turn.

Kidnapped is a mesmerizing look at some of the great kidnapping cases in American history, the stories that
have haunted parents over the past 125 years. Fass describes the kidnapping of Charley Rossin 1874, the
first of aseries of kidnappings to be called "the crime of the century"; the notorious case of Leopold and

L oeb, two rich young men who murdered a younger cousin simply to seeif they could get away with it; the
abduction of GloriaVanderhilt, the "poor little rich girl" taken by her own aunt at the start of avicious
custody battle; and the most famous case of all, the kidnapping of the Lindbergh baby. More importantly,
Kidnapped presents, in a series of brilliant narratives, awindow into the American mind, providing us with
new insights into parenting and the American family, the media and our fascination with celebrity, policing
and law enforcement, gender and sexuality, mental health, and much more. She shows, for instance, how the
Leopold and Loeb case revolutionized the insanity plea, how the abduction of Gloria Vanderbilt brought the
problems of divorce and child custody into the public eye, how the case of Stephanie Bryan was shaped by
the gender assumptions of the 1950s, and how the Lindbergh tragedy was defined by the ever-present media.
Turning from these historic cases, she takes us back to crimes that have only recently fallen out of the
headlines, such as the disappearance of Etan Patz in New Y ork or Jacob Wetterling in Minnesota, and the
growing industry revolving around missing children, from not-for-profit foundations publicizing missing
children to for-profit businesses offering to insure children against kidnapping.

In this sharp, vivid book, Fass skillfully illuminates our national obsession with child abduction in a society
which both values and exploits its youngest members. The loss of each child is a unique and devastating
tragedy. But how we respond as a community and as a nation to these crimes speaks volumes about who we
are. In confronting how we have treated the children stolen from our lives, Fass shows, we confront
ourselves.
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From reader reviews:
Emma L atshaw:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Kidnapped: Child Abduction
in Americaiskind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Tara Thornton:

The book Kidnapped: Child Abduction in Americawill bring one to the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Kidnapped: Child Abduction in Americais much recommended
to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Walter Blankenship:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Kidnapped: Child Abduction in America
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Kidnapped: Child Abduction
in America as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one book that can break
don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

William Burmeister:

Reading a book being new life stylein this season; every people lovesto go through a book. When you learn
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and a'so soon. The
Kidnapped: Child Abduction in Americawill give you new experience in examining a book.
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