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Cultures of the West: A History, Second Edition, focuses on the ways in which the major ideas and passions
of Western culture developed, internally, and how they interacted with the broader world--for good and for
ill. The development of such key ideas as religion, science, and philosophy form the central narrative of this
book.

Cultures of the West stands apart from other textbooks in a variety of ways, the first being thematic unity.
What did people think and believe, throughout our history, about human nature, the right way to live, God,
the best forms of government, or the meaning of human life? Rather than maintaining a single interpretive
stance, author Clifford R. Backman relies upon a consistent set of questions: What did people think and feel
throughout the centuries about politics, science, religion, and sex? How did they come to their positions
regarding the right way to live? Backman's many years of experience in the classroom have informed his
approach--students respond to engaging questions more than they are inspired by facts.

New to This Edition

* A more comprehensive treatment of Western Europe, with fuller coverage of the Middle Ages, the
French Revolution, and the world wars
* A new Chapter 9: The Expansive Realm of Islam, 30-900 in Volume 1 and two fewer chapters in
Volume 2 for a more course-friendly periodization
* Consistent treatment of women and gender in the central narrative
* New chapter introductions and conclusions
* New marginal headings that identify key events and developments
* An expanded map program featuring twenty-four new maps
* A new Prologue: Before History in Volume 1 and the combined edition
* Updated scholarship
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From reader reviews:

Denise Rutledge:

The book Cultures of the West: A History, Combined can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Cultures of the
West: A History, Combined? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Cultures of the West: A History, Combined has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Silvia Washington:

This book untitled Cultures of the West: A History, Combined to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Jerry Sonnier:

The book Cultures of the West: A History, Combined will bring that you the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Cultures of the West: A History, Combined is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Brenda Robert:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Cultures of the West: A History, Combined can be
very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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