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Are there better ways to address community challenges than expending funds on international service-
learning?

In attempting to wed learning and service, are we are exploiting the “other” for new, or recycled, aims?

As these questions attest, of all types of service-learning, international service-learning (ISL) most starkly
illuminates the tensions between the liberatory and oppressive potentials of practice.

"Crossing Boundaries is an honest, insightful and timely collection of perspectives that critically explore the
tensions that so many international service-learning faculty and coordinators feel and see as we facilitate
these important yet complicated learning experiences. Together, the authors share stories and ideas about
student learning, partnerships and experiences that worked well, and just as importantly that didn't work; and
what they learned. Overall, the depth and breadth of this compilation of perspectives is needed at this point
in our field¹s history.”
--Tommy J. Van Cleave, Director of Service and Experiential Learning , Office of the Provost, Iona College

“This volume is important because it surfaces and discusses critical issues that educators should grapple with
in order to design, implement, improve, and evaluate ISL programs. The chapters in this volume will help
educators do a better job of striving to have ISL programs that have integrity [and] will also provide a
significant basis for helping ISL practitioners be reflective about their work, review its nature, and improve
its quality for all constituencies."
--Robert G. Bringle, Kulynych/Cline Visiting Distinguished Professor of Psychology, Appalachian State
University

This book explores the ramifications of realizing a new age of service-learning that pushes beyond single
episodic course-based projects to rebalance student learning and community outcome priorities, and provides
insight into what it looks like in its execution.

In describing eleven international programs designed to achieve reciprocal, sustained relationships in which
learning is co-created, the contributors reveal their struggles to change the balance of power relationships
and move to a more transformative practice. Common themes are the developmental nature of this work; the
recognition that it takes multiple attempts, often over years, for an individual or an institution to get this
work even nearly right; that resolving the challenges of unequal resources, power, and privilege can never be
completely erased; and that attention has to be given to the micro-level details.

What emerge are seven guiding principles that define the nature of partnerships in liberatory practice, and
that apply to all forms of service learning. They must be: strategic--linked to the mission and expertise of the
institution; long-term; multifaceted--allowing both partners to play a multiplicity of roles; developmental in
building capacities; contextualized in historic and cultural understanding; fully reciprocal; and create the
potential for community-driven change.

In addressing the problematic nature of ISL, and of service-learning in general, this book interrogates
whether its experiences create the necessary conditions for the formation of individual values, convictions,



and action; and whether their pivotal teaching and learning moments are indeed replicable and transferable
across individual, institutional and even cultural contexts. Its conclusions and insights will be of intense
interest to administrators and practitioners alike.
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Grabowski:

This Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in International Service-Learning are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Crossing
Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in International Service-Learning can be one of many great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in International Service-Learning giving you an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Brian Rutt:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in International Service-Learning your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get just before. The Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in
International Service-Learning giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Virginia Shrader:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in
International Service-Learning can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book
you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We should have Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in International Service-Learning.

Carrie Francis:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference



book, new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time
to spread out your book? Or just seeking the Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in
International Service-Learning when you necessary it?
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