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Amidst the violent racism prevalent at the turn of the twentieth century, African American cultural elites,
struggling to articulate a positive black identity, developed a middle-class ideology of racial uplift. Insisting
that they were truly representative of the race's potential, black elites espoused an ethos of self-help and
service to the black masses and distinguished themselves from the black majority as agents of civilization;
hence the phrase 'uplifting the race.'

A central assumption of racial uplift ideology was that African Americans' material and moral progress
would diminish white racism. But Kevin Gaines argues that, in its emphasis on class distinctions and
patriarchal authority, racial uplift ideology was tied to pejorative notions of racial pathology and thus was
limited as a force against white prejudice.

Drawing on the work of W. E. B. Du Bois, Anna Julia Cooper, Alice Dunbar-Nelson, Hubert H. Harrison,
and others, Gaines focuses on the intersections between race and gender in both racial uplift ideology and
black nationalist thought, showing that the meaning of uplift was intensely contested even among those who
shared its aims. Ultimately, elite conceptions of the ideology retreated from more democratic visions of uplift
as social advancement, leaving a legacy that narrows our conceptions of rights, citizenship, and social
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

The book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in
the Twentieth Century has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Christine Kaufman:

The experience that you get from Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the
Twentieth Century is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Uplifting the Race:
Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century giving you joy feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the
Twentieth Century instantly.

Rachel Leadbetter:

This book untitled Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Cheri Tow:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this
book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century. You can more



inviting than now.
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