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Most people could probably tell you that Lizzie Borden "took an axe and gave her mother forty whacks," but
few could say that, when tried, Lizzie Borden was acquitted, and fewer still, why. In Joseph A. Conforti's
engrossing retelling, the case of Lizzie Borden, sensational in itself, also opens a window on a time and place
in American history and culture.

Surprising for how much it reveals about a legend so ostensibly familiar, Conforti's account is also
fascinating for what it tells us about the world that Lizzie Borden inhabited. As Conforti—himself a native of
Fall River, the site of the infamous murders—introduces us to Lizzie and her father and step-mother, he
shows us why who they were matters almost as much to the trial's outcome as the actual events of August 4,
1892. Lizzie, for instance, was an unmarried woman of some privilege, a prominent religious woman who fit
the profile of what some characterized as a "Protestant nun." She was also part of a class of moneyed women
emerging in the late 19th century who had the means but did not marry, choosing instead to pursue good
works and at times careers in the helping professions. Many of her contemporaries, we learn, particularly
those of her class, found it impossible to believe that a woman of her background could commit such a
gruesome murder.

As he relates the details, known and presumed, of the murder and the subsequent trial, Conforti also fills in
that background. His vividly written account creates a complete picture of the Fall River of the time, as
Yankee families like the Bordens, made wealthy by textile factories, began to feel the economic and cultural
pressures of the teeming population of native and foreign-born who worked at the spindles and bobbins.
Conforti situates Lizzie's austere household, uneasily balanced between the well-to-do and the poor, within
this social and cultural milieu—laying the groundwork for the murder and the trial, as well as the outsize
reaction that reverberates to our day. As Peter C. Hoffer remarks in his preface, there are many popular and
fictional accounts of this still-controversial case, "but none so readable or so well-balanced as this."
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Sands:

The book Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make studying a book Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender (Landmark
Law Cases & American Society) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Brett Baker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder,
Ethnicity, and Gender (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) book as nice and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lavone Anderson:

This Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) is
brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.

Phillip Martin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.



From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) when you necessary it?
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