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When the late Spiro Kostof's A History of Architecture appeared in 1985, it was universally hailed as a
masterpiece--one of the finest books on architecture ever written. The New York Times Book Review, in a
front cover review, called it "a magnificent guided tour through mankind's architecture,” and The San
Francisco Chronicle wrote that "Kostof...has enthralled a generation of students.... Now he has done the
same thing for the public at large, in an extraordinary book that is a new kind of architectural history."

This magisterial work has now been revised and expanded by Greg Castillo, Kostof's colleague and literary
executor. Insightful, engagingly written, and graced with almost a thousand superb illustrations, the Second
Edition of this classic volume offers a sweeping narrative that examines architecture as it reflects the social,
economic, and technological systems of human history. The scope of the book is astonishing. No mere
survey of famous buildings, Kostof's History examines a surprisingly wide variety of manmade structures:
prehistoric huts and the TV A, the pyramids at Giza and the Rome railway station, the ziggurat and the
department store. Indeed, Kostof considered every building worthy of attention, every structure or shelter a
potential source of insight, whether it be the prehistoric hunting camps at Terra Amata, or the caves at
Lascaux with their magnificent paintings, or atwenty-story hotel on the Las Vegas strip. The Second Edition
features a new concluding chapter, "Designing the Fin de Siecle," based on Kostof's last lecture notes and
prepared by Castillo, aswell as an al-new 16-page color section. Many of the original line drawings by
Richard Tobias, aswell as some 50 photographs, have also been updated or replaced, for improved clarity.
Visualy and intellectually stimulating, this book is at once a compelling history and an indispensable
reference on all aspects of our built environment. It achieves for architecture what Janson's history
accomplished for visual art.
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From reader reviews:
Ward Bishop:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book A History of Architecture: Settings and
Rituals. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Alonzo Stark:

This A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This
kind of A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals without we realize teach the one who looking at it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry A History of Architecture: Settings and
Rituals can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A History of Architecture: Settings and
Rituals having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Anna Williams:

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals
can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Ralph Smith:

That book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book A History of Architecture:
Settings and Rituals has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading which.
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