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... an absorbing (and beautifully written) study that deserves a very wide audience - Joshua Muravchik . . .
an erudite account of where [the] vision [of individual liberty] comes from, why some ideologues set
themselves againgt it, and how our contemporaries have ceased to treasure it" - Christopher Caldwell
"Bolkestein exposes today's fashionable, yet dangerous ideas, doing a great service not only to Europe but
indeed to the whole of Western civilization" - Ayaan Hirsi Ali The dangers of intellectuals and their ideasin
politics have rarely been written about by politicians themselves. Thisis not surprising, for few politicians
are up to the task. However, Frits Bolkestein is a notable exception, bringing rare if not unique qualifi cations
to this examination. Not only has he held national and international offi ce in Europe, but he has also studied,
read, taught and published broadly. The thesis of The Intellectual Temptation is simple but penetrating:
intellectuals' ideas are problematic as political ideas because they are often neither derived from nor falsifi
able by experience. These ideas are frequently dreams attempting to become reality through power politics.
Thereis also a cultural problem. Intellectuals are pack animals, looking to one another for approval. This
affects the quality of their ideas, as they are susceptible to fashionable ideology and group pressure -
frequently attracted to ideas that are appealing rather than sound. Very few of them are brave enough to stand
against the prevailing orthodoxy. Beginning with a history of ideology, Bolkestein traces a nearly 300 year
trend of bad ideas making worse politics, sometimes disastrously so. From his own experience he offersa
vision of a politics of prudence, proper pragmatism and Classicism as away out of the "intellectual
temptation” that we have fallen under.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Whitney:

This book untitled The Intellectual Temptation: Dangerous Ideas in Politics to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, hereis because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit onit. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Suzanne Jensen:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Intellectua
Temptation: Dangerous Ideas in Palitics, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
till would like to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Judith Roemer:

This The Intellectual Temptation: Dangerous Ideas in Politicsis new way for you who has attention to ook
for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Intellectual Temptation:
Dangerous Ideas in Politics can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep |
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especialy thisone. Y ou can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't missthe item! Just read this e-book style for your
better life in addition to knowledge.

Mark Johnson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But amost any people fedl that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Intellectual Temptation: Dangerous Ideasin
Politics or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes The Intellectual Temptation: Dangerous Ideas in Politics to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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